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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-8 and 11-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Nakagiri '440 (US Pat No 6965440). 

Re claim 1: An image processing apparatus comprising: 

a memory that stores a job including image data output from an image 
processing terminal and an image processing setting (i.e. in Nakagiri '440, there are a 
plurality of devices that store information. The spooler (302) is used to acquire the 
processing setups associated with the print data, considered as the image data, and 
stores this information together as a setup file for each job in a spool file (303). The 
spool file is considered the memory since this save both types of information. The 
image data and processing setup information can be stored in a memory in the host 
computer, considered as the image processing terminal, and this information can also 
be output from the host computer and transmitted to the printer (1500); see figs. 1-3; 
col. 3, lines 48-67, col. 4, lines 1-67, col. 5, lines 1-67 and col. 6, lines 1-67); 
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an image processing component that performs predetermined image processing 
to the job stored in the memory (i.e. both the spooler and despooler perform image 
processing to the job stored in the spool file (303). The spooler (302) is used to convert 
print commands into intermediate codes and output these codes to be stored in a spool 
file (303). The despooler is used to process the PDFs of the intermediate codes 
included in the spool file (303), which also includes the processing setup information, 
and outputs this information to a graphic engine for further processing. These are 
examples of the components in the host computer that are used to perform image 
processing to the job stored in the spool file when the print data along with the setup 
information is entered into the system. The function of performing predetermined image 
processing is performed by the spooler, which is used to perform the predetermined 
function of interpreting the received print command into intermediate codes and 
outputting this information to a spool file; see figs. 1-3; col. 3, lines 48-67, col. 4, lines 1- 
67, col. 5, lines 1-67 and col. 6, lines 1-67); 

a job connection component that sets connection information for connecting 
plural jobs and a print setting condition of a connected job when the jobs stored in the 
memory are selected and generation of the connected job is instructed (i.e. in the 
system, the user can designate to combine a plurality of print jobs to execute them as a 
single print job on the window of the spool file manager. This is shown in figures 9, 16 
and 18. The spool file manager can be considered as the job connection component 
since it sets the information for combining, or connecting, a plurality of jobs to one 
combined job name to be executed as a single job. When viewing figure 18, the figure 
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illustrates the combine setup window, which also performs the latter feature of the job 
connection component, having the function of being able to set the processing setups of 
the combined jobs stored in the spool file that are selected and the creation of the 
combined job that has been instructed through the spool file manager; see figs. 9, 16- 
18; col. 8, lines 20-67 and col. 9, lines 1-67); and 

a print process execution component that executes a print process of the 
connected job based on the connection information and the print setting condition set by 
the job connection component (i.e. when the print process is desired by the user in the 
system, the spool file manager (304) issues a print request to the graphic engine (202) 
and a print command is sent to the printer driver (203) via the dispatcher (301). Once 
these signals are passed through the system, the print process is executed. Since the 
spool file manager is used to issue the print request, it can be considered as the print 
process component. The printing occurs to the combined job that is previewed on the 
previewer (306) and printed in association with the print setup changed or setup in 
figure 18; see figs. 9, 16-18; col. 8, lines 20-67 and col. 9, lines 1-67). 

Re claim 2: The teachings of Tomida '255 are disclosed above. 
Nakagiri '440 discloses the image processing apparatus of claim 1, wherein the job 
connection component stores the connection information and the print setting condition 
as a connected job in the memory (i.e. the jobs that are combined are stored in 
association with the print setup that pertains to the combined jobs within the spool file 
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(303); see figs. 1-3, 15 and 18; col. 3, lines 48-67, col. 4, lines 1-67, col. 5, lines 1-67 
and col. 6, lines 1-67, col. 18, lines 17-60). 

Re claim 3: The teachings of Tomida '255 are disclosed above. 
Nakagiri '440 discloses the image processing apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising a 
generation component that generates image data of the connected job based on the 
image data of the plurality of selected jobs (i.e. in the system, the window of the spool 
file manager creates a display that generates image data of the combined, or 
connected, job that is based on the image data of the jobs that are combined and form a 
single combined job. The combined jobs can also be printed as a combined job; see 
figs. 9, 16-18; col. 8, lines 20-67 and col. 9, lines 1-67). 

Re claim 4: The teachings of Nakagiri '440 are disclosed above. 
Nakagiri '440 discloses the image processing apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a 
deleting component that deletes the plural selected jobs from the memory (i.e. in the 
system shown in figure 6, when a print end message is detected to be from the 
despooler (305), in the flow of the figure, the corresponding page description files are 
deleted from the spool file (303) and the process of figure 6 is ended. Also, when the 
application program used in the system and the print jobs are being held during the 
execution of the program, the stored print jobs are deleted once the program is stopped 
from execution or quitting of the program has occurred. In both examples, files relating 
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to the jobs stored in memory are deleted from the memory; see figs. 6 and 19; col. 13, 
lines 19-67, col. 14, lines 1-52 and col. 19, lines 17-64). 

Re claim 5: The teachings of Nakagiri '440 are disclosed above. 
Nakagiri '440 discloses the image processing apparatus of claim 3 further comprising a 
deleting editing component that deletes a selected job from the connected job 
generated by the generation component and stored in the memory (i.e. in the system, a 
desired target job can be deleted from the combined jobs that are both stored on the 
spool file (303) and were generated and combined by the spool file manager shown in 
figures 16 and 18; see figs. 9, 16, 18 and 21; col. 8, lines 20-67, col. 9, lines 1-67, col. 
20, lines 54-67 and col. 21, lines 1-34). 

Re claim 6: The teachings of Nakagiri '440 are disclosed above. 
Nakagiri '440 discloses the image processing apparatus of claim 3 further comprising an 
addition editing component that adds a new job to the connected job generated by the 
generation component and stored in the memory (i.e. in the system, the user can add a 
print job to an already combined print job. The combined print job has been generated 
by the spool file manager, considered as the generation component, and has been 
stored in the spool file (303), considered as the memory since it performs the storage of 
the combined job; see figs. 5, 9, 16-20; col. 19, lines 17-67 and col. 20, lines 1-53). 

Re claim 7: The teachings of Nakagiri '440 are disclosed above. 
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Nakagiri '440 discloses the image processing apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a 
storage component that stores the image processing setting for the preset connected 
job as a common setting (i.e. in the system, the common setups and setups that are 
changed are stored either in the RAM (102) or the external memory (111). The spool 
manager (304) checks to determine if the print data can be processed in accordance to 
the processing setups that are associated with the print data or jobs. When the jobs are 
combined, some of the setup values of the jobs are changed to common values in place 
of the individual setups of the jobs and these changed values are stored in the spool file 
that are associated with the combined jobs. In the above situation, the setup values 
may be stored in the spool file to associate a certain job in the combination with a setup 
file or the common values already predetermined in the system may be used instead to 
be associated with the combined jobs, which will be stored in the spool file; see figs. 14- 
21; col. 18, lines 17-67, col. 19, lines 1-67, col. 20, lines 1-67 and col. 21, lines 1-34), 
wherein the job connection component selects the common setting stored in the storage 
component as an image processing setting of the connected job (i.e. in the system, for 
some of the combined jobs, the common settings are stored in the spool file to be 
associated with the image data and to be used for the processing of the combined job; 
see figs. 14-21; col. 18, lines 17-67, col. 19, lines 1-67, col. 20, lines 1-67 and col. 21, 
lines 1-34). 

Re claim 8: The teachings of Tomida '255 are disclosed above. 
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Nakagiri '440 discloses the image processing apparatus of claim 7, wherein the 
common setting stored in the storage component includes common setting items, which 
are applied to the plural jobs to be connected (i.e. in the combined job, the common 
settings stored in the system may be stored in the spool file in order to be applied to the 
combined jobs once the combination occurs. The common settings that are used for 
the setup files are used to be applied to some of the combined jobs; see figs. 14-21; col. 
18, lines 17-67, col. 19, lines 1-67, col. 20, lines 1-67 and col. 21, lines 1-34). 

Re claim 1 1 : Nakagiri '440 discloses an image forming apparatus comprising: 

a memory that stores a print job including image data output from an image 
processing terminal and a print setting condition (i.e. in Nakagiri '440, there are a 
plurality of devices that store information. The spooler (302) is used to acquire the 
processing setups associated with the print data, considered as the image data, and 
stores this information together as a setup file for each job in a spool file (303). The 
spool file is considered the memory since this save both types of information. The 
image data and processing setup information can be stored in a memory in the host 
computer, considered as the image processing terminal, and this information can also 
be output from the host computer and transmitted to the printer (1500). The same 
system shown in figure 3 for the host computer can reside in the printer as well; see 
figs. 1-3; col. 3, lines 48-67, col. 4, lines 1-67, col. 5, lines 1-67 and col. 6, lines 1-67); 

an image processing component that performs predetermined image processing 
to the print job stored in the memory (i.e. both the spooler and despooler perform image 
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processing to the job stored in the spool file (303). The spooler (302) is used to convert 
print commands into intermediate codes and output these codes to be stored in a spool 
file (303). The despooler is used to process the PDFs of the intermediate codes 
included in the spool file (303), which also includes the processing setup information, 
and outputs this information to a graphic engine for further processing. These are 
examples of the components in the host computer that are used to perform image 
processing to the job stored in the spool file when the print data along with the setup 
information is entered into the system. The function of performing predetermined image 
processing is performed by the spooler, which is used to perform the predetermined 
function of interpreting the received print command into intermediate codes and 
outputting this information to a spool file; see figs. 1-3; col. 3, lines 48-67, col. 4, lines 1- 
67, col. 5, lines 1-67 and col. 6, lines 1-67); 

a print job connection component that sets connection information for connecting 
plural print jobs and a print setting condition of a connected job by selecting the print 
jobs stored in the memory and instructing generation of the connected job (i.e. in the 
system, the user can designate to combine a plurality of print jobs to execute them as a 
single print job on the window of the spool file manager. This is shown in figures 9, 16 
and 18. The spool file manager can be considered as the job connection component 
since it sets the information for combining, or connecting, a plurality of jobs to one 
combined job name to be executed as a single job. When viewing figure 18, the figure 
illustrates the combine setup window, which also performs the latter feature of the job 
connection component, having the function of being able to set the processing setups of 
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the combined jobs stored in the spool file that are selected and the creation of the 
combined job that has been instructed through the spool file manager; see figs. 9, 16- 
18; col. 8, lines 20-67 and col. 9, lines 1-67); and 

a print process execution component that executes a print process of the 
connected job on based on the connection information and the print setting condition set 
by the print job connection component (i.e. when the print process is desired by the user 
in the system, the spool file manager (304) issues a print request to the graphic engine 
(202) and a print command is sent to the printer driver (203) via the dispatcher (301). 
Once these signals are passed through the system, the print process is executed. 
Since the spool file manager is used to issue the print request, it can be considered as 
the print process component. The printing occurs to the combined job that is previewed 
on the previewer (306) and printed in association with the print setup changed or setup 
in figure 18; see figs. 9, 16-18; col. 8, lines 20-67 and col. 9, lines 1-67). 

Re claim 12: The teachings of Nakagiri '440 are disclosed above. 
Nakagiri '440 discloses the image forming apparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein the print job 
connection component stores the connection information and the print setting condition 
as a connected job in the memory (i.e. the jobs that are combined are stored in 
association with the print setup that pertains to the combined jobs within the spool file 
(303); see figs. 1-3, 15 and 18; col. 3, lines 48-67, col. 4, lines 1-67, col. 5, lines 1-67 
and col. 6, lines 1-67, col. 18, lines 17-60). 
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Re claim 13: The teachings of Nakagiri '440 are disclosed above. 
Nakagiri '440 discloses the image forming apparatus of claim 1 1 further comprising a 
generation component that generates image data of the connected job based on the 
image data of the plurality of selected print jobs (i.e. in the system, the window of the 
spool file manager creates a display that generates image data of the combined, or 
connected, job that is based on the image data of the jobs that are combined and form a 
single combined job. The combined jobs can also be printed as a combined job; see 
figs. 9, 16-18; col. 8, lines 20-67 and col. 9, lines 1-67). 

Re claim 14: The teachings of Nakagiri *440 are disclosed above. 
Nakagiri '440 discloses the image forming apparatus of claim 1 1 further comprising a 
deleting component that deletes the plurality of selected print jobs from the memory (i.e. 
in the system shown in figure 6, when a print end message is detected to be from the 
despooler (305), in the flow of the figure, the corresponding page description files are 
deleted from the spool file (303) and the process of figure 6 is ended. Also, when the 
application program used in the system and the print jobs are being held during the 
execution of the program, the stored print jobs are deleted once the program is stopped 
from execution or quitting of the program has occurred. In both examples, files relating 
to the jobs stored in memory are deleted from the memory; see figs. 6 and 19; col. 13, 
lines 19-67, col. 14, lines 1-52 and col. 19, lines 17-64). 

Re claim 15: The teachings of Nakagiri '440 are disclosed above. 
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Nakagiri '440 discloses the image forming apparatus of claim 13 further comprising a 
deleting editing component that deletes a selected print job from the connected job 
generated by the generation component and stored in the memory (i.e. in the system, a 
desired target job can be deleted from the combined jobs that are both stored on the 
spool file (303) and were generated and combined by the spool file manager shown in 
figures 16 and 18; see figs. 9, 16, 18 and 21; col. 8, lines 20-67, col. 9, lines 1-67, col. 
20, lines 54-67 and col. 21, lines 1-34). 

Re claim 16: The teachings of Nakagiri '440 are disclosed above. 
Nakagiri '440 discloses the image forming apparatus of claim 13 further comprising an 
addition editing component that adds a new print job to the connected job generated by 
the generation component and stored in the memory (i.e. in the system, the user can 
add a print job to an already combined print job. The combined print job has been 
generated by the spool file manager, considered as the generation component, and has 
been stored in the spool file (303), considered as the memory since it performs the 
storage of the combined job; see figs. 5, 9, 16-20; col. 19, lines 17-67 and col. 20, lines 
1-53). 

Re claim 17: The teachings of Nakagiri '440 are disclosed above. 
Nakagiri '440 discloses the image forming apparatus of claim 1 1 further comprising a 
storage component that stores the image processing setting for the preset connected 
job as a common setting (i.e. in the system, the common setups and setups that are 
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changed are stored either in the RAM (102) or the external memory (111). The spool 
manager (304) checks to determine if the print data can be processed in accordance to 
the processing setups that are associated with the print data or jobs. When the jobs are 
combined, some of the setup values of the jobs are changed to common values in place 
of the individual setups of the jobs and these changed values are stored in the spool file 
that are associated with the combined jobs. In the above situation, the setup values 
may be stored in the spool file to associate a certain job in the combination with a setup 
file or the common values already predetermined in the system may be used instead to 
be associated with the combined jobs, which will be stored in the spool file; see figs. 14- 
21; col. 18, lines 17-67, col. 19, lines 1-67, col. 20, lines 1-67 and col. 21, lines 1-34), 

wherein the print job connection component selects the common setting stored in 
the storage component as an image processing setting of the connected job (i.e. in the 
system, for some of the combined jobs, the common settings are stored in the spool file 
to be associated with the image data and to be used for the processing of the combined 
job; see figs. 14-21; col. 18, lines 17-67, col. 19, lines 1-67, col. 20, lines 1-67 and col. 
21, lines 1-34). 

Re claim 18: The teachings of Nakagiri '440 are disclosed above. 
Nakagiri '440 discloses the image forming apparatus of claim 17, wherein the common 
setting stored in the storage component includes common setting items which are 
applied to the plural print jobs to be connected (i.e. in the combined job, the common 
settings stored in the system may be stored in the spool file in order to be applied to the 
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combined jobs once the combination occurs. The common settings that are used for 
the setup files are used to be applied to some of the combined jobs; see figs. 14-21; col. 
18, lines 17-67, col. 19, lines 1-67, col. 20, lines 1-67 and col. 21, lines 1-34). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject-matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 9, 10, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nakagiri '440 in view of Kurokawa '805 (US Pub No 2003/0184805). 
Re claim 9: The teachings of Nakagiri '440 are disclosed above. 

Nakagiri '440 discloses the image processing apparatus of claim 1 , wherein, the job 
connection component sets the job as a job to be connected (i.e. in the system, the user 
can designate to combine a plurality of print jobs to execute them as a single print job 
on the window of the spool file manager. This is shown in figures 9, 16 and 18. The 
spool file manager can be considered as the job connection component since it sets the 
information for combining, or connecting, a plurality of jobs to one combined job name 
to be executed as a single job. When viewing figure 18, the figure illustrates the 
combine setup window, which also performs the latter feature of the job connection 
component, having the function of being able to set the processing setups of the 
combined jobs stored in the spool file that are selected and the creation of the combined 
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job that has been instructed through the spool file manager; see figs. 9, 16-18; col. 8, 
lines 20-67 and col. 9, lines 1-67). 

However, Nakagiri '440 fails to teach when a password is set for a selected job 
stored in the memory, and, when a password which coincides with the set password is 
input. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Kurokawa '805. 
Kurokawa '805 discloses when a password is set for a selected job stored in the 
memory (i.e. in the system of Kurokawa '805, listed in the related art section, data 
relating to a form is stored with a password that is set for the particular data. When 
particular type of form data is to be used, a password needs to be entered into the 
system in order to use that respective form. This is an example of having a certain 
password set for a particular type of information that is stored in memory; see 
paragraph [0010]), and, when a password which coincides with the set password is 
input (i.e. in the system, when the user enters in the respective password for the data to 
be used, the data is allowed to be used by the user in the system. Also, when 
performing merge processing, a password is needed before the image processor (28) 
combines, or synthesizes, which is similar to connecting, the merge image and the form 
data; see fig. 2-5; paragraphs [0010] and [0051]-[0056]). 

Therefore, in view of Kurokawa '805, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to have a password is set for a 
selected job stored in the memory, and, when a password which coincides with the set 
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password is input in order to provide desired security for synthesized data (as stated in 
Kurokawa '805 paragraph [0012]). 

Re claim 10: The teachings of Nakagiri '440 in view of Kurokawa '805 are disclosed 
above. 

Nakagiri '440 discloses the image processing apparatus of claim 9, wherein, the job 
connection component sets the generated connected job (i.e. in the system, the user 
can designate to combine a plurality of print jobs to execute them as a single print job 
on the window of the spool file manager. This is shown in figures 9, 16 and 18. The 
spool file manager can be considered as the job connection component since it sets the 
information for combining, or connecting, a plurality of jobs to one combined job name 
to be executed as a single job. When viewing figure 1 8, the figure illustrates the 
combine setup window, which also performs the latter feature of the job connection 
component, having the function of being able to set the processing setups of the 
combined jobs stored in the spool file that are selected and the creation of the combined 
job that has been instructed through the spool file manager; see figs. 9, 16-18; col. 8, 
lines 20-67 and col. 9, lines 1-67). 

However, Nakagiri '440 fails to teach when the selected job includes a job for 
which a password is set, the job connection component sets a password for the 
generated connected job. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Kurokawa '805. 
Kurokawa '805 discloses when the selected job includes a job for which a password is 
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set (i.e. in the system of Kurokawa "805, listed in the related art section, data relating to 
a form is stored with a password that is set for the particular data. When particular type 
of form data is to be used, a password needs to be entered into the system in order to 
use that respective form. This is an example of having a certain password set for a 
particular type of information that is stored in memory; see paragraph [0010]), the job 
connection component sets a password for the generated connected job (i.e. when 
performing merge processing, a password is needed before the image processor (28) 
combines, or synthesizes, which is similar to connecting, the merge image and the form 
data. The security function in Kurokawa '805 is used to set a verification code, such as 
a password, for the merge form that is synthesized, or connected, to the form data; see 
fig. 2-5; paragraphs [0010] and [0051]-[0056]). 

Therefore, in view of Kurokawa '805, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to when the selected job includes a job 
for which a password is set, the job connection component sets a password for the 
generated connected job in order to provide desired security for synthesized data (as 
stated in Kurokawa '805 paragraph [0012]). 

Re claim 19: The teachings of Nakagiri '440 are disclosed above. 
Nakagiri '440 discloses the image forming apparatus of claim 11, wherein, the print job 
connection component sets the print job as a print job to be connected (i.e. in the 
system, the user can designate to combine a plurality of print jobs to execute them as a 
single print job on the window of the spool file manager. This is shown in figures 9, 16 
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and 18. The spool file manager can be considered as the job connection component 
since it sets the information for combining, or connecting, a plurality of jobs to one 
combined job name to be executed as a single job. When viewing figure 18, the figure 
illustrates the combine setup window, which also performs the latter feature of the job 
connection component, having the function of being able to set the processing setups of 
the combined jobs stored in the spool file that are selected and the creation of the 
combined job that has been instructed through the spool file manager; see figs. 9, 16- 
18; col. 8, lines 20-67 and col. 9, lines 1-67). 

However, Nakagiri '440 fails to teach, when a password is set for a selected print 
job stored in the memory, and, when a password which coincides with the set password 
is input. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Kurokawa '805. 
Kurokawa '805 discloses when a password is set for a selected print job stored in the 
memory (i.e. in the system of Kurokawa '805, listed in the related art section, data 
relating to a form is stored with a password that is set for the particular data. When 
particular type of form data is to be used, a password needs to be entered into the 
system in order to use that respective form. This is an example of having a certain 
password set for a particular type of information that is stored in memory; see 
paragraph [0010]), and, when a password which coincides with the set password is 
input (i.e. in the system, when the user enters in the respective password for the data to 
be used, the data is allowed to be used by the user in the system. Also, when 
performing merge processing, a password is needed before the image processor (28) 
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combines, or synthesizes, which is similar to connecting, the merge image and the form 
data; see fig. 2-5; paragraphs [0010] and [0051]-[0056]). 

Therefore, in view of Kurokawa '805, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to have the function of when a 
password is set for a selected print job stored in the memory, and, when a password 
which coincides with the set password is input in order to provide desired security for 
synthesized data (as stated in Kurokawa '805 paragraph [0012]). 

Re claim 20: The teachings of Nakagiri '440 are disclosed above. 

o 

Nakagiri '440 discloses the image forming apparatus of claim 19, wherein, the print job 
connection component sets a generated connected job (i.e. in the system, the user can 
designate to combine a plurality of print jobs to execute them as a single print job on the 
window of the spool file manager. This is shown in figures 9, 16 and 18. The spool file 
manager can be considered as the job connection component since it sets the 
information for combining, or connecting, a plurality of jobs to one combined job name 
to be executed as a single job. When viewing figure 18, the figure illustrates the 
combine setup window, which also performs the latter feature of the job connection 
component, having the function of being able to set the processing setups of the 
combined jobs stored in the spool file that are selected and the creation of the combined 
job that has been instructed through the spool file manager; see figs. 9, 16-18; col. 8, 
lines 20-67 and col. 9, lines 1-67). 
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However, Nakagiri '440 fails to teach when the selected print job includes a print 
job for which a password is set, the print job connection component sets a password for 
the generated connected job. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Kurokawa '805. 
Kurokawa '805 discloses when the selected print job includes a print job for which a 
password is set (i.e. in the system of Kurokawa '805, listed in the related art section, 
data relating to a form is stored with a password that is set for the particular data. When 
particular type of form data is to be used, a password needs to be entered into the 
system in order to use that respective form. This is an example of having a certain 
password set for a particular type of information that is stored in memory; see 
paragraph [0010]), 

the print job connection component sets a password for the generated connected 
job (i.e. when performing merge processing, a password is needed before the image 
processor (28) combines, or synthesizes, which is similar to connecting, the merge 
image and the form data. The security function in Kurokawa '805 is used to set a 
verification code, such as a password, for the merge form that is synthesized, or 
connected, to the form data; see fig. 2-5; paragraphs [0010] and [0051]-[0056]). 

Therefore, in view of Kurokawa '805, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to have the function of when the 
selected print job includes a print job for which a password is set, the print job 
connection component sets a password for the generated connected job in order to 
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provide desired security for synthesized data (as stated in Kurokawa '805 paragraph 
[0012]). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

6. Nishikawa '046 (US Pat No 6934046) discloses a system where jobs can be 
combined to into one combined print job to be printed as one whole job. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chad Dickerson whose telephone number is (571)-270- 
1351. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. thru Thur. 9:00-6:30 Fri. 9:00- 
5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Aung Moe can be reached on (571)- 272-7314. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information . 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Chad Dickerson 
October 26, 2007 





